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A Weighted Average of Good

Can a machine learn right from wrong by averaging humanity? Athens, Babel, Elijah’s
question, and the One who alone is good

A discipleship article responding to Krysta Fauria, “To make AI morally good, tech companies are turning to religion. But
some say it isn’t that simple,” Associated Press, October 25, 2026. Scripture: Septuagint (LXX) and Greek New Testament
with the ESV.

The story

The companies building the most powerful artificial intelligence have run into a question they cannot
code their way out of: how do you teach a chatbot right from wrong? More and more, they are asking
clergy, philosophers and scholars of religion. At the Vatican’s presentation of Pope Leo XIV’s
encyclical on AI, Anthropic co-founder Chris Olah said, “These are not questions a lab can answer.
They are questions traditions like yours have carried for millennia.” Anthropic says it has met with
people from more than fifteen religious and cross-cultural groups, and that it wants its model to draw
“from a full range of viewpoints — religious, secular, political — with equal depth and rigor.”
OpenAl’s Sam Altman put the goal more bluntly: ChatGPT should reflect “that weighted average, or

whatever, of humanity’s moral view.”

The AP report gathers the objections, and they come from scholars, not preachers. The
anthropologist Webb Keane warns against treating religion as “a rule book” of extractable principles,
cut off from the doctrine, worship and relationships in which people actually live it. Paolo Carozza,
who studies Catholic social thought, worries that Al does not let traditions meet in an organic way
but “just throws it all together, mixes it all up, and therefore makes sense of none of it.”

A Christian can be glad these questions are being asked, and should be honest that the critics have
put their finger on something real. But Scripture goes further than either side. It does not merely say

that averaging religions is untidy. It says that goodness is not an average at all. Goodness has a name.

1. The right question, asked in Athens

The scene in the article is an old one. Intelligent, curious people gather the world’s religious ideas,
listen to all of them with respect, and hope to distil something wise. One participant described the
meetings as “pretty nerdy ... in a good way,” like a good college campus. Paul stood in a room like
that:
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ACTS 17:22 - GREEK NT / ESV

LraBOeic 0¢ ITavAog év péow tov Apelov Ildyov Epn: Avdoeg AONvalol, kAT TAVTA WS
DELTWALUOVEOTEQOVS VHAS OewQw:

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every

way you are very religious.

Setaibaluoveotepoug, “very religious,” can also carry the sense “very superstitious.” Paul chooses a word that is
polite on the surface and leaves the question open.

ACTS 17:23 - GREEK NT / ESV

dLEQXOMEVOC YO Kol dvabewpaV T oefaopata DUV €DQOV Kal PWHOV €V @ ETEYEYQATITO
Ayvaotw 0e@. 6 00V dyvoouVvTeg eDOEPBELTE, TOUTO £Yw KaTayYEAAW OULv.

For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this
inscription: ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to

you.

The altar read Ayvwote Oed, “To an unknown god.”

Notice what Paul does. He does not mock the Athenians for asking. He credits them with seeking,
and then he does something no panel of fifteen traditions can do: he names the God they were
reaching for and calls them to Him. The church’s place in this conversation is the same. We are not

one more input to be weighted. We are witnesses to a Person.

Olah is right that these are not questions a lab can answer. Scripture says where the answer begins:

PROV 9:10 - LXX / ESV
QaQX1) ooplag oo kuplov kat BovAn aylwv ovveolg
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

Where the texts differ: the Hebrew and the ESV have “the knowledge of the Holy One is insight”; the LXX reads “the
counsel of the holy ones (saints) is understanding.” Both begin with “the fear of the LORD.”

1 COR 1:21 - GREEK NT / ESV

ETTELOT) YO €V T1) 0o@lax ToL O€0D OVK €YV O KOOUOG DX TG TOpiag TOV Bedv, eDDOKNTEV O
0e0g dLx TNG HWELAS TOL KNEVYHATOS CWOAL TOUG TOTEVOVTAG.

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.

2. Can goodness be averaged?

Altman’s phrase deserves to be taken seriously, because it is an honest statement of a whole

worldview: if there is no God who has spoken, then the best available guide to right and wrong is
what most people, weighted somehow, think. The Law of Moses addressed that idea directly:

Page 2 of 10



EXOD 23:2 - LXX / ESV

OUK €01 peta mMAelOVwV Tt Kakia o mpootedr o peta mAN0ovg ekkAlval peta mAelOvVwy
WOTE EKKAVaL KQlow

You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with

the many, so as to pervert justice,

The LXX’s mAetovwv is literally “the more,” that is, the majority: “You shall not be with the majority for evil.” The

verse warns against the crowd three times: twice “the more,” once “the multitude.”

A weighted average also raises a question it cannot answer: who sets the weights? Whoever
decides that one moral view counts for more than another is already using a standard of good that did
not come from the average. Israel knew what moral life looked like without that standard:

DEUT 12:8 - LXX / ESV
OV TOWOETE MTAVTA & TJHELS TTOLOVUEV WOE OTJHUEQOV EKAOTOG TO AQECTOV EVTILOV AXVTOV
“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right

in his own eyes,

PROV 14:12 - LXX / ESV

£0TLv 000G 1) dokel 0O elval o AvOEWTOLS Tax O& TeAevTala aLTNG QX ETAL €lC TLOMEVA
adov

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.

Where the texts differ: the ESV’s “the way to death”is the LXXs “the depths of Hades.” The LXX also has “seems right

among men” (plural) — a way that seems right to a crowd.

ISA 5:20 - LXX / ESV

oval ol AéyovTeg TO TOVNEOV KAAOV KAl TO KAAOV TTOVNQOV OL TIOEVTES TO OKOTOG PG KAL TO
PGS OKOTOG Ol TIOEVTES TO TUKQEOV YAVKD Kal TO YAUKD TikQOV

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

Scripture has already shown us the one time all humanity spoke with one voice and pooled its

wisdom into one project:

GEN 11:4 - LXX / ESV

Kal elmtoy OeVTE OKODOUNTWHEV £XVTOLS TTOALY Katl TTOEYOV 00 1) kKeaATr) éotat éwe ToL
0VEAVOL KAl TOWOWHEV £XVTOLE OVOUAX TIQO TOV DIACTIAQTN VAL £TTL TTQOTWTOL TTAOTNS TS YNG
Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and

let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”

momowyey éavtoig svoua: “let us make for ourselves a name.”
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GEN 11:6 - LXX / ESV

Kl elmev KUELOG DOV YEVOG €V Kal XELAOG €V TTAVTWY KAl TOVTO TOEAVTO TTOMOaL Kol VOV 0K
ExAelel €€ avtv mavta doa av ETOmvTat motetv

And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is
only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be
impossible for them.

yévog &v kat  xeidog év: “one race and one lip” — perfect consensus.

Babel was not a failure of cooperation. It was the most unified moment in human history, and God
did not bless it, because a united humanity reaching for heaven on its own terms is still humanity on
its own terms. Paul gathers the verdict of the Psalms on the human average:

ROM 3:10 - GREEK NT / ESV
kaOwg yéyoamtat Tt Ovk €otiv dikalog ovde eig,

as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;

ROM 3:11 - GREEK NT / ESV
oUK 0TIV O OLVIWV, OVK €0TLV O EkCNTWV TOV OedV-

no one understands; no one seeks for God.

Be fair to the average, though. Scripture does not say that the moral views of the nations are
worthless. There is a reason almost every culture condemns murder, theft and betrayal:

ROM 2:15 - GREEK NT / ESV

olTveg EvdelkvuvTal TO £0YOV TOD VOHOL YOATITOV €V TS KAQOLALS avTWV, CUHHAQTLEOVOTG
AVT@V TG OLVEDNTEWS KAl HETAED AAANAWY TV AOYLOH@V KATITYOQOUVTWYV 1) KAl
ATIOAOYOLUEVWY,

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears
witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them

ovvelbnoews: “conscience,” literally a knowing-with. Paul says the work of the law is written there — by God, not by
vote.

That is why the average contains real light. But Paul says in the same breath that conscience both
accuses and excuses, and in the chapter before that people “suppress the truth” (Rom 1:18).
Averaging the light together with the suppression does not give you the light. It gives you something

grey.
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3. Not a rulebook: the scholars are right, and so is Jesus

Webb Keane objects that religion is treated as “a rule book” you can lift out of the life that holds it. On
that point Scripture stands with him. A young man once came to Jesus wanting the right rule for
eternal life. Jesus answered with a Person:

MARK 10:18 - GREEK NT / ESV
0 d¢ Tnoovg eimev avte- Tl pe Aéyelg dyaOdv; ovdelg ayaBog et pr ig 6 Oeog.
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.

086t ¢ dyabo ¢ ei un el 6 Oede: “no one is good except one, God.” Not the many, not the average: one.

In the Bible, goodness is not first a list. It is the character of God, and a human being becomes good
by knowing Him and walking with Him:

MIC 6:8 - LXX / ESV

el AvnYYEAN ool avOowme TL KAAOV 1) Tl KUQLOG EKCNTEL TTAQAX OOV AAA' 1) TOU TOLELV KO KAl
ayanav EéAeov kKal ETOLHOV eival TOL mogeveoOal peTi KvEiov Beob oov

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice,

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Where the texts differ: the ESV’s “walk humbly with your God” is in the LXX “be ready to walk with the Lord your
God.” In both, the requirement ends in a relationship, not a rule.

MATT 22:37 - GREEK NT / ESV

0 0¢ £pn avte- Ayamoels kOELOV TOV Oedv oov év OAN T1) KaEdlar oov Kal év OAN T1) PuxT) oov
Katl €v 0A1 ) dvoia oov-

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul

and with all your mind.

MATT 22:39 - GREEK NT / ESV
Agvtépa d¢ opoila avT Ayamnoelg Tov MANOIov 00V WG oeavTOV.

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

God’s answer to rule-keeping that does not reach the heart was never a better rulebook. It was a new

heart:
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JER 31:33 - LXX JER 38:33 / ESV

Ot ot 1) O OMKn v dradrjoopat @ otkw IoganA peta tag Nuéoag ékelvag @naotv KVELOG
dOVG dWOW VOLOLS LoV LG TNV dLAVOLAY aVTWV Kal Tl Kapdlag avtwV yodpw avTtovg Kol
£oopat avTol €lg Bedv Kat avtol éoovTal pot eig Aadv

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.

Septuagint numbering: this verse is Jeremiah 38:33 in the LXX, which orders the chapters of Jeremiah differently.
Where the texts differ: the Hebrew has “my law” (singular); the LXX has “my laws.”

2 COR 3:6 - GREEK NT / ESV

0G Kol IKAVWOEV NHAS dLAKOVOLS KALVTG dLtB1KNG, 0V YOAUHUATOS AAAX TVELUATOS, TO YOO
YOAHHUA ATIOKTEVVEL TO D& TIVEDUA CwOTOLEL

who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit.
For the letter Kkills, but the Spirit gives life.

“The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” A machine can be given the letter. It can be given a great
many letters. What it is being given is moral text, and the letter alone has never made anyone good.

4. “Mixes it all up”: Samaria did this first

Carozza’s worry is that Al will throw every tradition together until each loses what makes it itself.

Scripture has a precise record of a people who did exactly that after the northern kingdom fell:

2 KGS 17:33 - LXX / ESV

TOV KUQLOV £QOBOLVTO Kal TOlG 0015 aUTWV EAATEEVOV KATX TO KQlpA TV é0vav 60ev
ATIOKLOEV aVTOLG Ekelfev

So they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from

among whom they had been carried away.

The LXX calls this book 4 Kingdoms.

“They feared the LORD but also served their own gods” is a weighted average. It was not tolerance. It
was the end of knowing who God is. Elijah put the choice to Israel in the plainest words in the Old
Testament:
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1 KGS 18:21 - LXX / ESV

kat tpoorjyayev HAlov mpog mavtag kat eimev avtoic HAov €wg mote OUelc xwAaveite Em'
AUPOTEQALS TALS LYVVALS €l 0TIV KVQLOG O Oedg opeveoOe OTiow avToD £l d¢ O BaaA avtog
moeLecOe OMIow AVTOL KAl OVK ATeKQLON O Aadg Adyov

And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two
different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people
did not answer him a word.

The LXX calls this book 3 Kingdoms. Its xwAaveite &' dupotépaig taig iyvvaig pictures a man “limping on both

knees.” The Hebrew word behind the ESV’s “opinions” is related to the word for “branches,” and some scholars
render it “crutches.” Either way, Israel was hobbling between two.

A model trained to give every tradition “equal depth and rigor” on the question of what is good will
always limp between opinions, because it has been told not to choose. Christians are free to be
courteous about other faiths and must be honest about them, but we cannot pretend the question is
open:

JOHN 14:6 - GREEK NT / ESV

Aéyelavt 0 Tnoovg: Eyw el 1) 6006 kat 1] dAN0eiax kai 1) Cwn: 0VOELS €QYETAL TTQOG TOV
TIATEQX €L 1) OU €HOV.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.

ACTS 4:12 - GREEK NT / ESV

KAl OUK €0TLV €V AAA@ 0VdEVLT) OwTNOLa, OVOE YOO GVOHA E0TLV €TEQOV VTIO TOV OVQAVOV TO
dedopévov v avOpwmoLs v @ del cwOnvaL Uac.

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”

5. How good character actually forms

Anthropic’s blog post says what it is really after is “careful, accumulated thinking on how good
character actually forms.” That is a good question, and the New Testament answers it directly.
Character is not accumulated from opinions. It is formed in a person through suffering, the Spirit,
and beholding Christ:

ROM 5:3 - GREEK NT / ESV
oV povov 0¢, AAAX katl kavxwpeda v taig OAlpeowy, eidoTeg Ot 1) OAWIC Dopovv
Katepyaletay,

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
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ROM 5:4 - GREEK NT / ESV
1 0¢& TTOHOVT) DOKLUTNV, 1) D€ dOKLUT EATTDAL.
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,

Soxwunyv, “character,”is character that has been tested and proven — the way metal is proved in the fire.

GAL 5:22 - GREEK NT / ESV
O 0¢ kaETOG TOL MVEVUATOG ETTLV AYAT), XAQK, €lo1jvn, pakgoOvuia, xonototng,
ayaBwovvn, mioTig,

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

ROM 12:2 - GREEK NT / ESV

Kal pr) ovoxnuatiCeode t@ alwvt ToVTw, AAAX HETAHOQRPOVOOE TH AVAKALVWOEL TOV VOOG, €LG
TO dOKIUALCELY VUAC TL TO OEAN A TOV O€0D, TO AyaOOV KAl eDAQETTOV KAl TEAELOV.

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

ovoxnuati¢eale: “do not be conformed,” pressed into the shape of the age. uetauoppovode: “be transformed.”

2 COR 3:18 - GREEK NT / ESV

NHELS 0 MAVTES AVAKEKAAVUUEVE@ TOOOWTIW TIV dOEAV KLOIOL KATOTTOLLOMEVOL TNV AVTIV
elkOva HeTao@ovEDa &Tto DOENG €lg dOEav, kaOATeQ ATO KLELIOL TVEVUATOC.

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the

same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

uetauoppovueda: the same verb as Romans 12:2. We are transformed by beholding the glory of the Lord.

Fruit grows from a root. Paul calls these things the fruit “of the Spirit,” not the fruit of good data. And
Romans 12:2 names the very danger a weighted average poses: to be conformed to the age. An
average of the age is the age. The Christian is told not to take its shape, but to be changed by
beholding the Lord until we bear His image.

6. Where Scripture agrees and where it corrects

1. Agree: this is not a question a lab can answer. Right and wrong are not discovered by

engineering. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10).

2. Agree: religion is not a rulebook. Keane is right. In Scripture goodness is the character of

God, known in a relationship and written on the heart (Jer 31:33).

3. Agree: throwing everything together destroys it. Carozza is right. Samaria feared the
LORD and served its own gods, and lost both (2 Kgs 17:33).
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4. Correct: goodness is not an average. “No one is good except God alone” (Mark 10:18). A
majority is not a moral authority (Exod 23:2), and a perfectly united humanity built Babel (Gen
11:6).

5. Correct: “equal depth” is not neutral. To treat every answer to “What is good?” as equally
weighted is itself an answer: that no one has the truth. Scripture says Someone is the truth (John
14:6).

6. Be honest about what Scripture does not say. The Bible does not tell us how a computer
program should be written or what an AI company ought to put in its training. It does tell us that a
tool cannot be a moral authority over people, and that character is formed by the Spirit of God in a

living person.

In one sentence

A machine can be taught an average of what people think is good, but only God is good, and
goodness is not averaged into us; it is written on the heart by the Spirit and formed in us as we
behold Christ.

A word for daily life

« Do not outsource your conscience. When a chatbot answers a moral question, it is giving you
a blend. Test it: “but test everything; hold fast what is good.” (1 Thess 5:21).

« Be a Berean, not an Athenian. Athens collected every idea. Berea checked what it heard
against the Scriptures: “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they
received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”
(Acts 17:11).

« Do not limp. Where in your own life are you trying to keep everyone’s view at once? Elijah’s
question is for you too: “If the LORD is God, follow him.”

« Pray for the people building these tools. They are asking real questions, and some of them
are honestly seeking. Paul spoke to Athens with courtesy and with the gospel. So can we.

For reflection and discussion

1. Paul credited the Athenians for seeking (Acts 17:22—23) and then named the God they did not
know. How can we speak to people who ask moral questions in a way that does both?

2. Exodus 23:2 says not to follow the majority into evil. Where does “what most people think” shape

your sense of right and wrong more than Scripture does?
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3. Jesus answered a question about the right rule by pointing to God Himself (Mark 10:18). Why is
goodness a Person and not only a list?

4. “They feared the LORD but also served their own gods” (2 Kgs 17:33). What are the “own gods”
that people in our church are tempted to keep alongside the Lord?

5. Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18 say we are changed by what we behold. What are you
beholding most hours of the week, and what shape is it pressing you into?

Lord God, You alone are good. We thank You that You have not left us to guess at right and
wrong by counting votes, but have spoken, and have written Your law on the hearts of Your
people. Forgive us when we follow the crowd, when we limp between two opinions, and when
we keep other gods beside You. Give wisdom to the men and women who build these new tools,
and give them hearts that seek You. Make us Bereans who search the Scriptures daily. Form in
us the fruit of Your Spirit, and as we behold the glory of Your Son, change us into His image
from one degree of glory to another. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Pleasant Springs Church - Pinson, Tennessee - ps-church.com/discipleship/culture

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Greek: Septuagint (Rahlfs, CATSS) and SBL Greek New
Testament (MorphGNT).
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