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Paul and the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview

Cosmic Geography in the Book of Acts — and the Philippian jail read through the eyes of its
Author and its first Audience

Deuteronomy 32 - Psalm 82 - Acts 13 — 28 - the Philippian jail (Acts 16)
Septuagint (LXX) & ESV side-by-side throughout

THE BIG IDEA

The Book of Acts is a map before it is a story. When Jesus says his church will witness “to the
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8), he is announcing a reclamation. An older song explains why: in
Deuteronomy 32, the nations were divided and handed to lesser spiritual powers, while the
LORD kept Israel as his own portion. Psalm 82 then puts those powers on trial and ends,
"Arise, O God... for you shall inherit all the nations.” That verse is the engine of the whole
mission — and in Acts, the man at the front of the campaign is Paul. We follow his actions
city by city, then settle at Philippi, where Paul — beaten and jailed — refuses to slip out
quietly and demands the magistrates “come themselves.”

KEY TEXTS

Deuteronomy 32:8-9, 17 - Deuteronomy 4:19-20 - Psalm 82 (LXX 81):1, 6-8 - Genesis 11 (Babel) - Acts
1:8 - Acts 13:6-12 - Acts 14:11-15 - Acts 16:11-40 - Acts 17:22-31 - Acts 19:11-20, 23-41 - Acts 28:30-31 -
Philippians 3:20 - Ephesians 6:12 - Matthew 28:18-20.
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PART ONE

The Worldview Behind the Map — Deuteronomy 32

Babel, the dividing of the nations, and Israel as the LORD's portion

Begin with the text that holds the key. In Moses' farewell song he reaches back past Israel, past
Abraham, to a primeval division of humanity — the scattering at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). Read
the Septuagint carefully, because it preserves the older reading the ESV footnotes.

Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (LXX) - The Dividing of the Nations

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

S61e Steuépilev o UYnaTog £6vn, wg Siéamelpev 8When the Most High gave to the nations their
viovg Aday, éatnaosv opta €Bvawv kata aptBuov inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed
ayyéAwv Og00- the borders of the peoples according to the

. number of the sons of God.
Kol éyevOn pepic kupiov Aaog auToU lakwp,

axoliviaua kAnpovopioaG autol lapanA. %But the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his
allotted heritage.

Here is the architecture of the Old Testament in two verses. At Babel, humanity rebelled, and God's
response was judicial: he divided mankind, fixed the boundaries of the peoples, and — according to the
Septuagint and the Dead Sea Scrolls — allotted the nations according to the number of the sons of God
(the ESV footnote says the same; the later Hebrew copy reading sons of Israel is smoothing a difficulty).
The nations were placed under the administration of lesser divine beings. Then, in the next breath, God
keeps one people for himself: the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob.

THE DEUTERONOMY 32 WORLDVIEW — “COSMIC GEOGRAPHY"”

The world is not flat. Every nation outside Israel sits on ground that was, at the dividing,
handed to a spiritual “son of God” — and those sons went wrong. Deuteronomy warns Israel
against worshiping “the host of heaven... which the LORD your God has allotted to all the
peoples” (Deut 4:19-20), and says Israel's idolatry was sacrificing “to demons... to new gods”
(Deut 32:17). The map of the nations is a map of contested spiritual territory. That is cosmic

geography.
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Psalm 82:1, 6-8 (LXX 81) - The Gods Judged — and a Mission Begins

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

"o BeoG €0 év auvaywyij Oswv, év Léow Se 1God has taken his place in the divine council; in

Beoug Stakplivel the midst of the gods he holds judgment.

6éyd) eina Ogoi é0Te Kai viol VYioTOU TAVTEG: ® said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High,
all of you;”

g UUEIG 8¢ we avBpwrtol ATToBVIIOKETE.

7nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like

any prince.

Savdara, 6 Bedc, Kpivov TNV yhv, 6Tt ov

KOTOKANPOVOUNOELS £V TTATLY TOIG £Bveauv.
8Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall
inherit all the nations!

THE ENGINE OF THE WHOLE MISSION

Psalm 82 is the sequel to Deuteronomy 32. God puts the gods of the nations on trial — they
judged unjustly — and the sentence falls: “like men you shall die.” But the last line is the hinge
of all of Acts: "Arise, O God... for you shall inherit (kataxkAnpovounoeig) all the nations.” The
nations once allotted to the sons of God, God now swears to take back as his own. “Make
disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19) is the verdict of Psalm 82:8 handed to the church. The
Great Commission is the reversal of Babel.
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PART TWO

Reading the Way Luke Wrote — Author & Audience

The two viewpoints we will keep returning to

THE AUTHOR — LUKE

Luke writes a careful two-volume account (Luke-Acts) addressed to “most excellent
Theophilus” and, through him, to the wider church. He is building an apologia: showing the
gospel is no threat to public order, that the trouble repeatedly comes from mobs and men
protecting their profits, and that Roman law — rightly applied — vindicates Christ's
messengers. He is also a careful geographer who chooses his details (a "Roman colony,” a
“"python spirit," a "Most High God") on purpose.

THE AUDIENCE

Luke's first readers were a vulnerable, often-slandered minority — some citizens, many not;
Jews and Greeks and Romans together. They knew accusation, mob violence, and the fear of
being guilty by association. They also lived inside the Deuteronomy 32 worldview as a matter
of course: a world of temples, oracles, patron deities, and “rulers and authorities” (Eph 6:12).
When they heard these stories, they heard territory changing hands — and their own
vindication.
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PART THREE

Paul's Actions Through Acts — A Reclamation Campaign

City by city, a resident power confronted and ground retaken

Follow Paul's footsteps and notice the pattern. At nearly every major stop, Paul does not merely preach
an idea; he confronts a resident power and takes the ground. Each city is a piece of the disinherited
cosmic geography repossessed for the Most High.

* Cyprus (Acts 13). Paul's first named act collides head-on with Bar-Jesus / Elymas, a magician he calls
“son of the devil.. enemy of all righteousness.” Elymas is struck blind; the proconsul Sergius Paulus
believes (13:6-12).

* Lystra (Acts 14). Hailed as Zeus and Hermes, Paul tears his garments and turns the crowd from “these
vain things” to "a living God, who made the heaven and the earth" (14:11-15).

« Philippi (Acts 16). In a Roman colony Paul casts a python spirit (the oracular power of Apollo) out of
a slave girl — and is beaten and jailed for it. Our centerpiece; see Parts Four-Six.

« Athens (Acts 17). Amid a forest of idols Paul quotes the Deuteronomy 32 framework aloud (17:26)
and announces that the God who divided the nations now “commands all people everywhere to repent”
(17:30) — Psalm 82:8 in real time.

» Ephesus (Acts 19). The gospel collides with Artemis of the Ephesians: magic books burned, the sons
of Sceva overpowered, a city-wide riot because “gods made with hands are not gods” (19:26).

* Toward Rome (19:21; 23:11; 28). “"You must testify also at Rome.” The book ends with the gospel
preached “with all boldness and without hindrance” in the capital of the gentile world (28:31). The
reclamation reaches the empire's heart.
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Acts 17:26-27 - Paul Quotes the Worldview Aloud at Athens

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

26éno[noév Te €€ vog mav €Bvog avBpwrwvy %6And he made from one man every nation of
KOTOIKELV ETTL TAVTOG TIPOTWITOU THG YHG, 0ploag mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having
TIPOOTETAYUEVOUG KAUPOUG Kol TAG 0poBeaiog determined allotted periods and the boundaries
TI¢ KaTOlKIaG AUTWY, of their dwelling place,

27(rrr£t"v Tov Beov &l &pa ye YnAapnaosiav avtov %that they should seek God, and perhaps feel

Kol €UPOLEV... their way toward him and find him...

“THE BOUNDARIES OF THEIR DWELLING” IS NOT A THROWAWAY LINE

Luke has Paul echo Deuteronomy 32:8 on purpose. The LXX of Deut 32:8 says God “fixed the
borders of the peoples” (6pla €Bvv); Paul tells the Athenians the one Creator “determined...
the boundaries” (tag 6poBeoiag) of every nation. He stands in the most religiously crowded
city in the world and announces that the God who once divided the nations is now calling
every one of them home.
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PART FOUR

The Philippian Jail in Focus (Acts 16)

A Roman colony, a python spirit, and the nations gathered in miniature

Luke is precise about where we are: “Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia, and a
Roman colony” (16:12). A colony (koAwvia) was a transplanted piece of Rome — Roman law, Roman
magistrates (Luke calls them stratéegoi, the praetors, attended by rod-bearing lictors), Roman pride,
Roman gods. Hold that detail; it detonates at the chapter's end. Three things happen in sequence, and
they are not random — Luke is showing ground change hands.

* Lydia, a God-fearer from Thyatira (in Asia), is converted by the riverside (16:14-15).

« A slave girl with a python spirit is set free (16:16-18) — and the demon names the whole chain of
command on its way out.

« A Roman jailer and his household are saved at midnight (16:25-34).

An Asian, a Greek slave, and a Roman — the nations being drawn back into Yahweh's portion, in
miniature, in a single chapter. Babel running in reverse.

Acts 16:16-17 - The Demon Names the Chain of Command

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

16 16

...tauSloknv Tva €yovoaav mvelua mubwva... ...a slave girl who had a spirit of divination (a
TG Epyaaiov TTOAANVY TTAPEIXEV... UAVTEVOLUEVN. ‘python’ spirit)... she brought her owners much

17 gain by fortune-telling.

a0t katakodovBoloa TQW MNMavAw... Ekpadev
Aéyouaa- OUTo!L 0i &vBpwrot S5oUAot Tol B0l 7She followed Paul... crying out, “These men are
70U UYioTov sioiv... servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to

you the way of salvation.”

Luke's word is exact: the girl has a python spirit (mvedpa muBwva). In the ancient world the Python was
the serpent of Delphi, slain by Apollo, whose oracle then spoke through the Pythia — the most famous
voice of pagan divination in the empire. This is no generic “evil spirit”; it is a recognizable piece of the
resident cosmic geography, a power that turned a profit for its human owners.

And notice what it shouts: these men serve “the Most High God" — 6 B¢ 6 OYoTog. That is the very
title from Deuteronomy 32:8, where “the Most High" divided the nations among the lesser powers. The
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python spirit concedes the hierarchy: the emissaries of the Most High have entered ground long held
by a squatter, and it knows the rightful Owner outranks it. Paul, “greatly annoyed,” casts it out in the
name of Jesus Christ (16:18). The Most High repossesses Philippi — and the lost profit triggers
everything that follows.

Acts 16:37, 39 - “Let Them Come Themselves”

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

375 s MoOAog €pn mpog alToUG: AgipavTeg 3"But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us
nuécg dnuooia akatakpitous, avlpwioug publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman
Pwpaioug Umtapyovtag, EBaiav i pUAaKNv... citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do
oV ydép, cAAa éA@6vTeg avTol NUAG they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them
gayaysTtwoav. come themselves and take us out.”

kot EAB0vTec mapekaAeaav avToUG. .. 330 they came and apologized to them... (and

they were afraid, v. 38, when they heard they were
Roman citizens.)
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PART FIVE

“Let Them Come Themselves” — Author & Audience

Three things open up when you read the refusal from both viewpoints

Why would Paul, freed by an earthquake and offered a quiet release, refuse to go — and instead
demand the magistrates come down to the jail in person? Read it from both viewpoints and three
things open up.

1. THE LEGAL POINT — THE AUTHOR'S APOLOGIA

Paul names two crimes: they beat them “publicly, uncondemned" (&koatokpitoug — without
trial) and did it to “men who are Roman citizens." This violated the most basic protections of
Roman law (the Lex Valeria and Lex Porcia, the citizen's right of appeal). Cicero's line was
common knowledge: “To bind a Roman citizen is a crime; to scourge him an outrage.” The
instant “Romans” is spoken, the magistrates are legally naked — and Luke's reader, who
watched the accusers weaponize "being Romans” (16:21), sees the weapon turn in their hands.
This is the point Luke builds his whole book to make: the gospel is innocent, and Rome's own
law says so.

2. THE PASTORAL POINT — PROTECTING THE AUDIENCE (THE HEART OF IT)

If Paul and Silas slink out as convicted troublemakers, then Lydia, the jailer, and every new
believer in Philippi are left under a criminal cloud — a church planted by men the city ran off
in disgrace, guilty by association and legally exposed. By forcing a public apology, Paul
writes the missionaries' innocence into the colony's official memory. He takes the beating
onto himself but secures the legal standing of the flock he leaves behind. It is not revenge; it
is shepherding.
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3. THE HONOR REVERSAL — HOW THE AUDIENCE WOULD FEEL IT

In an honor-shame world, the magistrates publicly shamed God's servants; now they must
publicly come down and stoop to the men they disgraced. Luke stages the whole episode as a
vertical drama: God intervenes from above (the earthquake, the doors flung open), and the
proud rulers of the colony are made to come down to the prison and beg. For Luke's
vulnerable readers, this is a living parable of Psalm 82 — the rulers of this age, and the powers
behind them, brought low before the servants of the Most High.

Paul & the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview - Cosmic Geography in Acts Page 10 of 16



Pleasant Springs Church

Discipleship School — Paul & the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview

PART SIX

How Paul Lives the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview

A colony of heaven planted inside a colony of Rome

Philippians 3:20 - Our Citizenship Is in Heaven

Septuagint (LXX) / Greek New Testament English Standard Version

NUWV yo&p TO MOAITEVMA £V 0UPaVOIG UTTAp)EL €€ But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
0U Kol owThipa drekSexoueba kptov Tnaoiv await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Xplatov-

Step back, and the jail scene is far more than legal cleverness — it is one more move in the reclamation
of the disinherited nations. Philippi prized its Roman citizenship above everything, which is exactly why
Paul later writes to this very church: "our citizenship (moAiteuua) is in heaven.” He plants a colony of
heaven inside a colony of Rome. In the jail he uses his earthly Roman citizenship as a tool — but his
deeper allegiance is to a higher city and a higher King. He answers, finally, to the Most High.

THE POWERS BROUGHT LOW; THE NATIONS GATHERED HOME

The python spirit had to go. The magistrates of the colony had to bow. And out of one
Roman colony Paul carries away an Asian businesswoman, a freed slave girl, and a Roman
jailer's household — a snapshot of Psalm 82:8 coming true: “you shall inherit all the nations.”
When Paul finally walks out of Philippi, he leaves behind not fugitives but a vindicated
outpost of the Most High's kingdom, staked out in the open, on contested ground. That is the
Deuteronomy 32 worldview, lived.
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GREEK WORD STUDIES

‘0 "YWIZTOZ - HO HYPSISTOS — “THE MOST HIGH"

The title that stitches this study together. In Deut 32:8 (LXX) it is “the Most High" who divides
the nations; in Psalm 82:6 the gods are “sons of the Most High"; and in Acts 16:17 the python
spirit confesses Paul serves “the Most High God.” The same word marks the top of the cosmic
hierarchy in the Song of Moses and on the lips of a Delphic demon. When the Most High's
servants arrive, the lesser powers know who has come.

MNEYMA MYOQNA - PNEUMA PYTHONA — “A PYTHON SPIRIT”

Not a generic demon but the Pythian spirit — the oracular power associated with Apollo and
the serpent of Delphi, the empire's most prestigious voice of divination. Luke's precise word
tells the reader Paul has walked into occupied territory and confronted a named, resident,
profit-making power. Casting it out is an act of cosmic geography: ground taken back.

The same word runs from Deut 32:8 (“the nations”) through Psalm 82:8 (“all the nations”) to
the Great Commission (“all nations,” Matt 28:19) and Paul's title, “apostle to the Gentiles” (Rom
11:13). These are the peoples disinherited at Babel — and the very peoples Paul is sent to
reclaim. To grasp ethné is to grasp Paul's whole vocation.

‘OPOOEZX’IA - HOROTHESIA — “FIXED BOUNDARY”

Paul's word at Athens for the “boundaries” of the nations' dwelling (Acts 17:26) deliberately
echoes the LXX of Deut 32:8, where God “fixed the borders” (6pia) of the peoples. The God
who set the boundaries is the God now stepping across every one of them to call the nations
home. Geography, in Scripture, is never merely physical.

‘ "EONH - ETHNE — “NATIONS / GENTILES”
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‘AKATAKPITOZ - AKATAKRITOS — “UNCONDEMNED, WITHOUT TRIAL"

The hinge word of Paul's protest (Acts 16:37). To punish a Roman citizen akatakritos —
without a proper trial and verdict — was a grave breach of Roman law. Paul wields the term
with precision, not to nurse a grievance but to overturn the public record and clear the
gospel's name in the colony forever.

MONITEYMA - POLITEUMA — “CITIZENSHIP, COMMONWEALTH"

Paul's word to the Philippians (Phil 3:20): “our citizenship is in heaven.” In a Roman colony
obsessed with the privileges of Roman citizenship, Paul tells the church their true politeuma
— their governing homeland — is the kingdom of heaven. A colony of the Most High planted
inside a colony of Caesar: the Deuteronomy 32 reversal made personal.

KATAKAHPONOMEQ - KATAKLERONOMEO — “TO TAKE AS AN INHERITANCE”

The verb of Psalm 82:8 (LXX): “you shall inherit all the nations.” It is the language of receiving
an allotted possession — the same word-world as Deut 32:9, where Israel is the LORD's
“allotted heritage.” In Deut 32 the nations are given away to the sons of God; in Psalm 82 God
swears to take them back. Every conversion in Acts — Lydia, the slave girl, the jailer — is that
verb coming true.

Paul & the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview - Cosmic Geography in Acts Page 13 of 16



Pleasant Springs Church

Discipleship School — Paul & the Deuteronomy 32 Worldview

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (LXX/ESV) describes the nations being divided and Israel kept as the
LORD's portion. How does this two-verse “"worldview” change the way you read the Great
Commission and the Book of Acts?

2. Psalm 82 ends, “Arise, O God... for you shall inherit all the nations.” Where do you see that verse
actually happening in Paul's journeys? Where do you long to see it happening today?

3. The python spirit calls Paul a servant of “the Most High God" — the title from Deuteronomy 32:8.
Why do you think Luke records the demon naming the chain of command? What does it reveal
about the contest going on beneath the surface?

4. Reading as the Author (Luke) and the Audience: why does it matter so much that Philippi is a
“Roman colony”? How does that single detail make sense of both the charge against Paul and his
refusal to leave quietly?

5. Paul's refusal to slip out secretly protected the new church he was leaving behind. When is
insisting on being publicly cleared an act of love for others rather than personal pride? How do you
tell the difference?

6. Paul tells this colony their true “citizenship is in heaven” (Phil 3:20). What would it look like, this
week, to live as a “colony of heaven” in the particular place God has stationed you?

CLOSING PRAYER
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Most High God — you who divided the nations and yet swore to gather them all home —
we thank you that you did not leave the world to the powers. You sent your Son to win it
back, and you sent your servants across every boundary to proclaim the way of salvation.
Give us Paul's courage on contested ground: to name what enslaves people, to set
captives free in the name of Jesus, and to love the church enough to stand in the gap for
her. Make us a colony of heaven wherever you have stationed us — clear in our witness,
bold before the powers, tender with the new and the weak. Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for the nations are your inheritance, and so are we. In the name of Jesus, the Lord of all
the earth. Amen.

SOURCES & FURTHER READING

» Michael S. Heiser, The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible. Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Press, 2015 (esp. the Deuteronomy 32 worldview, Psalm 82, and the divine council).

« John H. Walton, The Lost World of the Israelite Conquest and Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old
Testament. Downers Grove, IL: IVP.

* Septuagint Greek text: Rahlfs-Hanhart, Septuaginta. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft (Deut 32:8-9; Ps 81:1,
6-8).

» Greek New Testament: Nestle-Aland, Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th ed. (Acts 16—-17; 17:26-27; Phil 3:20).

* On Deut 32:8 and the “sons of God" reading: 4QDeut" (Dead Sea Scrolls) and the ESV translation footnote at
Deuteronomy 32:8.
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Related Pleasant Springs studies:
» What Does God Want? (after Heiser): ps-church.com/discipleship/what-does-god-want

. Malachi to Revelation — mediation, presence, and the true priesthood:
ps-church.com/discipleship/malachi-to-revelation

* Septuagint (LXX) & ESV Bible Study: ps-church.com/bible-study-Ixx-esv
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Compiled for Pleasant Springs Church, Pinson, Tennessee. “Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the
nations!” — Psalm 82:8 (LXX 81:8)
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