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Twelve Years Unclean

The woman with the issue of blood — her law, her world, and her own point of view

The Woman with the Issue of Blood

Mark 5:25-34 - Matthew 9:20-22 - Luke 8:43-48
LESSON BY ERIC BASTIN

She has no name. She gets ten verses. She is interrupting somebody more important, and every person in the crowd who
brushed against her that day went home ritually unclean without knowing it. She is the only person in the four Gospels

whom Jesus calls, to her face, “Daughter.”

This study does four things. It reads the three accounts side by side and asks what each writer wanted his own readers to
see. It lays out the law she actually lived under — from Leviticus in Greek and Hebrew, not from rumour. It sets down,
from first-century sources, how women were in fact treated. And then it tells the whole thing back from where she was

standing.

THE BIG IDEA

In the law, uncleanness travels foward the holy and never the other way: what is unclean defiles what it touches, and what
is holy cannot make anything holy by contact. Haggai got that ruling from the priests in so many words. Then a woman
who had been unclean for twelve years reached through a crowd and took hold of the corner of a rabbi’s garment — and

the current ran backwards. He did not catch her uncleanness. She caught his wholeness.



1. THE ACCOUNT — MARK 5:25-34

Mark tells it inside another story. Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, has just fallen at Jesus’ feet because his twelve-year-
old daughter is dying. Jesus sets off with him. The crowd presses. And there, in the middle of a dying child’s last

minutes, Mark stops everything for a woman nobody was waiting on.

MARK 5:25-26
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“And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and who had suffered much under many
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse.”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.

MARK 5:27-29
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“She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. For she said,

‘If I touch even his garments, [ will be made well.” And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her

body that she was healed of her disease.”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.

MARK 5:30-32
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“And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and

said, “Who touched my garments?’ And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet

you say, “Who touched me?””” And he looked around to see who had done it.”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.




MARK 5:33-34
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“But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told

him the whole truth. And he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your

disease.’”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.

Two words in that last verse are worth stopping on before we go anywhere else. céowrév ge — “has made you well” —
is the ordinary New Testament verb for save. And udotié, the word the ESV renders “disease” in verses 29 and 34, does

not mean disease. It means a whip. Mark says she was healed of her scourging. That is the word she would have used.

2. AUTHOR & AUDIENCE — THREE MEN TELLING ONE STORY TO THREE ROOMS

All three Synoptic Gospels carry this account, and all three carry it wrapped inside Jairus’s story. But they are not

carbon copies, and the differences are not accidents. Each writer kept what his readers needed and dropped what they

did not.

Writer Audience What he does with her

Mark A Gentile church under The longest and rawest version. He alone reports that she “suffered
pressure, most probably at much under many physicians,” spent everything, and got worse. He
Rome — the Gospel that alone gives us her inner speech (5:28), her fear and trembling, and the
stops to explain Jewish whole confrontation with the disciples. He is not writing a miracle list;
handwashing (Mark 7:3—4) he is writing a person.
and translates Aramaic for
its readers (5:41).

Matthew A Jewish-Christian Cut to three verses — but he adds the one detail his readers would
readership that knows the catch instantly: she touched the tassel (kpdonedov), the commanded
law and does not need it fringe of Numbers 15. And he labels her with a single word taken

explained. straight out of Leviticus (see §7).



Luke Theophilus and a Greek Keeps the tassel. Keeps the money. But softens Mark’s verdict on the

readership — and Luke is doctors: where Mark says she was no better but grew worse under
himself called “the beloved them, Luke says only that she “could not be healed by anyone.” Luke
physician” (Colossians also alone adds that she declared her reason “in the presence of all the
4:14). people” — a public testimony, from a woman, on the record.

MATTHEW 9:20-22
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“And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and

touched the fringe of his garment, for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his garment, I will be made well.” Jesus

turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was

made well.”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.

LUKE 8:43-44, 46-48
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“And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living
on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,

and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. ... But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me, for I perceive that power

has gone out from me.’ ... And he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’”

Greek: SBLGNT via MorphGNT. English: ESV.

A TEXTUAL NOTE WE OWE YOU

The clause in Luke 8:43 about spending all her living on physicians is missing from several of the oldest and best
manuscripts. The SBL Greek New Testament, which is the text printed above, includes it; the Nestle-Aland edition
brackets it as doubtful. Nothing in this study depends on it — Mark says the same thing at greater length and no one
disputes Mark. We flag it because a page that quietly prints a disputed clause as though it were undisputed has already

started lying to you.



3. THE LAW SHE LIVED UNDER

You cannot feel this story without Leviticus 15. Here is the statute, in the Greek her Greek-speaking neighbours would

have heard read and in the Hebrew behind it.

LEVITICUS 15:19 — THE ORDINARY CASE
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“When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for

seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening.”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

LEVITICUS 15:25 — HER CASE
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“If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if she has a
discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge she shall continue in uncleanness. As in the

days of her impurity, she shall be unclean.”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

Read verse 25 again and notice what it does not do. It sets no end date. The seven days of verse 19 are gone; there is

only “all the days of the discharge.” For this woman that clause ran for twelve years.



LEVITICUS 15:26-27 — WHAT SHE CONTAMINATES
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“Every bed on which she lies all the days of her discharge shall be to her as the bed of her impurity, and everything

on which she sits shall be unclean. And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes and

bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

Not only her body. Her bed. Her chair. The bench at the well. Anyone who sat where she had sat, without knowing it,
owed a laundering and a bath and lost the rest of his day. That is what it means to be a walking source of contamination

in a village small enough that everyone knows which seat is yours.

LEVITICUS 15:31 — THE REASON GIVEN
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“Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by
defiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

NUMBERS 5:2-3 — AND OUTSIDE THE CAMP
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“Command the people of Israel that they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and

everyone who is unclean through contact with the dead. You shall put out both male and female, putting them outside

the camp, that they may not defile their camp, in the midst of which I dwell.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.




GET THIS RIGHT OR THE WHOLE STUDY GOES WRONG

Ritual uncleanness is not sin. It is not guilt, it is not punishment, and it is not a moral verdict on her. Burying your father
made you unclean. So did childbirth — the holiest and most commanded thing a woman could do. So did the priest’s own
handling of the red heifer. Nowhere does Leviticus call this woman a sinner, and nowhere does Jesus. Sermons that tell women
she was “made clean from her sin” are importing something the text does not say, and they leave a hearer thinking that twelve

years of illness were twelve years of divine displeasure.

And the statute is not aimed at women. Leviticus 15 opens with eighteen verses on male discharge (15:1-18) before it ever
reaches a woman, and Numbers 5:3 puts the point beyond argument: “both male and female.” The law here is about proximity
to the sanctuary, not about the worth of a sex. What crushed her was not Leviticus. It was twelve years with no end clause —

and what the culture around Leviticus had built on top of it.

4. WHAT TWELVE YEARS ACTUALLY COST HER

Add the statute to the sources that describe how it was kept in the first century, and you can price her losses fairly

precisely.

The temple — entirely Josephus, writing in the 90s AD about the temple he had served in, says the outermost court
was open to everyone, foreigners included, and that the only people barred from even
passing through it were women in their uncleanness. She could not go where a Gentile could
g0.

Normal presence in town Numbers 5:2-3 puts the person with a discharge outside the camp. Josephus reports the
practice still standing in his day: those with a discharge “should not come into the city,” and
women were removed “till the seventh day.” Hers never ended on the seventh day.

Marriage and children Leviticus 15:24 and 20:18 make marital relations with her a serious matter; 20:18 imposes
the gravest sanction in the chapter. In a society where a woman’s security, standing and old
age all ran through a husband and sons, a permanent flow closed every one of those doors at
once.

Touch No embrace, no hand on a shoulder, no child on her lap without cost to the child’s day.
Twelve years is long enough to forget what being touched feels like.

Every coin she had Mark 5:26 — “had spent all that she had.” Luke 8:43 puts it in three Greek words, diov Tov

piov, “her whole living” — the identical three words used of the widow who dropped in two
small coins and had nothing left (Mark 12:44).



“Into the first court every body was allowed to go, even foreigners, and none but women, during their courses,

were prohibited to pass through it; all the Jews went into the second court, as well as their wives, when they

Il

were free from all uncleanness.’

Josephus, Against Apion 2.103—104 (Whiston, public domain)

“He also ordered that those whose bodies were afflicted with leprosy, and that had a gonorrhea, should not
come into the city; nay, he removed the women, when they had their natural purgations, till the seventh day;

after which he looked on them as pure, and permitted them to come in again.”

Josephus, Antiquities 3.261 (Whiston, public domain)

And the physicians. Mark’s line is a small masterpiece of restraint: she suffered much under many physicians, spent
everything, and grew worse. Her world had two minds about doctors. Ben Sira, a Jerusalem teacher writing around 180

BC, urges honouring them — and in the same breath makes prayer the first move:

SIRACH 38:1, 9, 12
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“Honour a physician according to your need of him, for the Lord created him also. ... My child, in your sickness do

not be neglectful, but pray to the Lord, and he himself will heal you. ... And give the physician his place, for the

Lord created him too; and let him not leave you, for there is need of him.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. Our English rendering of the Greek, made for this page.

2 CHRONICLES 16:12 — THE OTHER MIND
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“... yet even in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but sought help from physicians.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

Mark is not sneering at medicine. He is telling you she did the whole responsible sequence — every treatment, every
fee, every specialist — and arrived at the bottom of it poorer and sicker. She is not a woman who neglected help. She is

a woman who ran out of help.



5. HOW WOMEN WERE TREATED — THE WORLD SHE STEPPED INTO THAT DAY

We are going to do this honestly, which means two things. First, we quote the sources rather than sketching a cartoon.
Second, we do not pretend the sources all say one thing, because they do not — and a study that flattens them is no

more truthful than one that ignores them.

What the sources say against her. Josephus, summarising the law for a Roman readership around AD 95, writes a

sentence that has no verse behind it anywhere in Scripture — and attributes it to Scripture anyway:

»

“For, says the Scripture, ‘A woman is inferior to her husband in all things.’

Josephus, Against Apion 2.201 (Whiston, public domain). No such verse exists in the Hebrew Bible or the Septuagint. Josephus

is quoting his culture and calling it Scripture — which is exactly the habit this study is about.

On testimony, Josephus is blunter still, and it matters enormously for what Jesus makes her do:

i

“But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of their sex.’

Josephus, Antiquities 4.219 (Whiston, public domain)

And Ben Sira, in a passage read in synagogues and quoted for centuries, treats a daughter as a standing liability:

SIRACH 42:9-11, 14
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“A daughter is a hidden sleeplessness to her father, and worry over her drives away sleep ... Over a headstrong
daughter set a strict watch, lest she make you a laughing-stock to your enemies, a byword in the city and notorious

among the people, and shame you before the multitude. ... Better is the wickedness of a man than a woman doing

good; and it is a woman who brings shame and reproach.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. Our English rendering of the Greek, made for this page.

The later rabbinic collections preserve the same argument, and preserve both sides of it. In one short paragraph of the
Mishnah — written down around AD 200, well after Jesus, so it tells us where the argument went rather than what

everyone thought in AD 30 — two teachers collide head-on. Ben Azzai says a man is obligated to teach his daughter



Torah. Rabbi Eliezer answers that whoever teaches his daughter Torah “is teaching her promiscuity.” That sentence is

famous. The sentence beside it, saying the opposite, usually is not.

DATING DISCIPLINE

The Mishnah (c. AD 200) and the Talmuds (later still) are not eyewitnesses to the crowd in Mark 5. Where we use them,
we say so and we date them. Josephus, Philo and Ben Sira are the sources actually close to her world. Anyone who tells

you “the rabbis taught” about a scene in AD 30 without telling you the rabbis wrote it down two centuries later is selling

you something.

And now the other side of the ledger, which is just as much a part of the record. The same Scripture that Josephus

misquotes opens by saying something his culture never absorbed:

GENESIS 1:27
Kol émoinoey 6 Beog tov dvBpwmov ko' eikove Beod émoinaev avtov dpoey kai Bijiv éroinoev abtodg

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

e [srael’s own history has Deborah judging the nation and Huldah authenticating the scroll for a king’s reform —
while the male prophets of her generation are standing right there.

e Luke 8:1-3, immediately before this very episode, names women who were funding Jesus’ ministry out of their
own means. Luke puts them at the head of the chapter and then puts her at the middle of it.

e Jesus lets a woman sit at his feet in the disciple’s posture and refuses to send her back to the kitchen (Luke 10:39—
42).

e He calls a bent-over woman a daughter of Abraham (Luke 13:16) — a title nobody was handing out to women.

e And in a world where Josephus says a woman’s testimony is inadmissible, all four Gospels make women the first
witnesses of the resurrection. If you were inventing a story you wanted believed in that culture, that is the last detail

you would invent.

So the honest picture is not “the Bible oppressed women and Jesus fixed it.” It is that Scripture carried a valuation of
women that the surrounding culture — including the religious culture, including men writing about Scripture — had

quietly buried, and that Jesus kept digging it back up in public, at cost, in front of witnesses.



6. THE CORNER OF THE GARMENT

Mark says she touched his garment. Matthew and Luke say what part: the kpdomedov, the tassel. That word is not

decoration. It is a command.

NUMBERS 15:38-39
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“Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their

generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and

remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them ...”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

The Hebrew word for those corners is kanaph — and kanaph also means wing. The Greek translators saw it and
rendered the corners wzepdyia, “little wings.” The tassel hangs on the wing of the robe. Once you know that, a whole set

of texts snaps into place:

RUTH 3:9 — A WIDOW AT A MAN’S FEET IN THE DARK
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... I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer.”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV. The Greek uses the same word, ntepbdytov, that Numbers 15:38

uses for the corner that carries the tassel.




EZEKIEL 16:8 — GOD SAYS IT OF ISRAEL
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“... I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you were at the age for love, and I spread the corner of my garment

over you and covered your nakedness; [ made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with you ...”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

ZECHARIAH 8:23 — AND THE NATIONS GRAB HOLD OF IT
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“Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of

a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.””

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV — note that the ESV smooths kanaph to “robe” here; the Hebrew

and the Greek both say the corner, the tassel-corner, the same word as Numbers 15.

MALACHI 4:2 (HEBREW AND GREEK 3:20)
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“But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.”

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.



VERSIFICATION — WHERE THE NUMBERS DIFFER

Malachi 4:2 in English Bibles is 3:20 in both the Hebrew Masoretic Text and the Greek Septuagint; Hebrew and Greek
Malachi have three chapters, English has four. (Elsewhere on this page: 1 Samuel 24:4 in English is 24:5 in the Hebrew.)
Leviticus, Numbers, Ruth, Zechariah and the Gospel passages carry no offset — the chapter and verse are the same in

Hebrew, Greek and English. We say so either way, because “no difference here” is a finding too.

So: the corner of a man’s garment is where you take hold when you are asking to be covered, claimed, protected,
redeemed. It is where Ruth reaches. It is where the nations reach. It is where the prophet says the healing will be when
God finally rises. And it is the one place on a rabbi’s clothing that is there by God's command, hanging loose, at the

height of a hand reaching up from a crouch in a crowd.

She did not grab at random. She reached for the exact thing Scripture had told her to reach for.

AND A HARD EDGE ON THE SAME WORD

Matthew uses kpdonedov twice more. At 14:36 the sick of Gennesaret beg to touch the tassel and are healed. At 23:5 he
says the scribes and Pharisees lengthen theirs, to be seen. Same object; opposite direction. Men enlarged the tassel so that

people would look at them. She grabbed it so that nobody would look at her.

7. WHAT WE MEASURED

The claims below are not impressions. Each one was run against the corpora on disk — the whole Greek Old Testament
(64 CATSS files, Rahlfs), the whole Greek New Testament (SBLGNT via MorphGNT), and the Masoretic Hebrew —

and each can be re-run.

FINDING 1 - THE PHRASE

“a flow of blood” stands in the Greek Old Testament exactly once — in her statute

The two-word phrase pocer aiuarog occurs in the entire Greek Old Testament at Leviticus 15:25 and nowhere else. In
the entire Greek New Testament it occurs twice: Mark 5:25 and Luke 8:43. Two words is not a quotation and we
will not call it one. But when the only other place in the Greek Bible those two words stand together is the statute of
the woman whose flow will not stop, Mark and Luke are not reaching for a medical term. They are reaching for the

legal one.



FINDING 2 - THE LABEL

Matthew’s word for her occurs in the whole Greek Bible only here and in Leviticus

Matthew does not say she was ill. He calls her ainoppoioa (9:20). Searched across the complete Greek Old
Testament and the complete Greek New Testament, that stem appears exactly twice in the whole Greek Bible:
Leviticus 15:33 — the summary line of the purity statute — and Matthew 9:20. Matthew is not describing a

symptom to his Jewish readers. He is pinning the Levitical category on her, in one word, and letting them feel it.

FINDING 3 - THE HEALING

“the fountain of her blood” — Leviticus 12:7 and Mark 5:29, and nowhere else

Mark 5:29 says é&npavOn i mnyn tod aiuarog avtijc — the fountain of her blood was dried up. That four-word
sequence stands in the Greek Old Testament only at Leviticus 12:7, and in the Greek New Testament only at Mark
5:29. And Leviticus 12:7 is not a verse about sickness. It is the verse where the priest makes atonement for a woman
and she is pronounced clean. Mark has reported her healing in the exact words the law uses to declare a woman clean

— without a priest, without a sacrifice, without the eighth day.

FINDING 4 - THE TASSEL

In the Greek Old Testament, kpdonedov is only ever the commanded tassel

Five occurrences, all of them: Numbers 15:38 (twice), Numbers 15:39, Deuteronomy 22:12 — the command to wear
it — and Zechariah 8:23, where ten men of the nations take hold of the tassel-corner of a Jew because they have
heard God is with him. In the Greek Old Testament the word has no secular use at all. When Matthew and Luke say
she took hold of the kpdomnedov, every Scripture-reading hearer had exactly two places to go: the commandment, and

Zechariah’s prophecy of outsiders grabbing hold.

FINDING 5 - THE ADDRESS

She is the only individual Jesus ever calls “Daughter”

Across all four Gospels, forms of Qvyaryp appear twenty-five times. Every one of them is a description of
somebody’s daughter, or a plural address (“daughters of Jerusalem,” Luke 23:28), except three — Matthew 9:22,
Mark 5:34 and Luke 8:48. All three are the same sentence, spoken to the same woman. In the Gospels, no other

individual is ever addressed by Jesus as Daughter.



FINDING 6 - THE WHIP

Mark says she was healed of a scourging, not a sickness

unooné is a whip. Mark uses it for illness three times — 3:10, and twice of her, at 5:29 and 5:34. In the Greek Old
Testament it is regularly the word for a blow that falls on a person: “no scourge shall come near your tent” (Psalm
90:10 LXX; 91:10 in English Bibles). She had lived twelve years under a blow. Jesus does not say ‘be well’; he says,

literally, be whole, away from your scourge.

Measured against MorphGNT/SBLGNT, CATSS (Rahlfs) and the Masoretic text on 30 August 2026. Reproduce with build_and_deploy.py --

verify.

8. THE REVERSAL — HAGGAI’S RULING, OVERTURNED

Now the centre of the whole thing. Roughly five hundred years before this crowd, the prophet Haggai was told to put
two questions to the priests as a formal ruling on the law. Both questions are about a garment corner — the Hebrew says

kanaph, the same word as the tassel-corner.

HAGGAI 2:12 — DOES HOLINESS SPREAD?
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““If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or
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any kind of food, does it become holy?’ The priests answered and said, ‘No.

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.




HAGGAI 2:13 — DOES UNCLEANNESS SPREAD?
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“Then Haggai said, ‘If someone who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become
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unclean?’ The priests answered and said, ‘It does become unclean.

Hebrew: Masoretic (Sefaria MAM). Greek: CATSS/Rahlfs. English: ESV.

There is the law of the world she lived in, stated by the priests themselves and written into Scripture. Contamination is
contagious. Holiness is not. Uncleanness runs downhill and it runs one way. That is why she could ruin a stranger’s

day by sitting on a bench, and why nothing holy had ever once, in twelve years, run the other way into her.

Watch what Mark does with it. Three times in this Gospel Jesus is in contact with what the law calls unclean, and every

single time the flow reverses:

The contact What the law says should

What actually happens

happen
Mark 1:41 — he He becomes unclean (Leviticus The leprosy leaves the man. Jesus is not defiled.
touches a leper 13-14)
Mark 5:27 — she He becomes unclean until Her flow dries up at once. Jesus is not defiled — he goes
touches his tassel evening (Leviticus 15:27) straight on to the synagogue ruler’s house.
Mark 5:41 — he takes Seven days unclean (Numbers She gets up and walks. Jesus is not defiled.
a dead girl by the 19:11)
hand

Mark has stacked the three great sources of ritual impurity — skin disease, discharge, and the corpse — and shown the
current running backwards through all three. The priests’ ruling to Haggai still stands for everything else in the world. It

fails at exactly one point, and that point is a person.

SAY IT PLAINLY

She expected to steal something. She thought she had to touch and run, because everything she had ever

learned told her that what she was would travel up the fabric into him. It did not. What he was travelled down




the fabric into her. Twelve years of one-way contamination met, for the first time, something more contagious

than uncleanness.

9. HOW MARK BUILT THE SCENE

[ A Jairus — a ruler of the synagogue — falls at Jesus' feet for his daughter, aged twelve (5:22-24)

B A woman — no name, no standing — twelve years of blood, all her money gone, and worse than when she
started (5:25-26)

(

€ She touches the tassel from behind; the flow dries up; power goes out (5:27-30)
\

( D “Who touched my garments?” — he stops the procession and will not move (5:30-32)

€’ She falls down before him in fear and trembling and tells him the whole truth (5:33)

B’ “Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace, and be whole” — she is given a name, a family and a
standing (5:34)

[ A’ Jairus's daughter is raised: “Talitha koum” — and she is twelve years old (5:35-43)

Mark’s signature technique: he splits one story and puts another inside it, so the two read each other. The hinges are deliberate. Twelve appears twice in
the chapter and only twice — the length of her suffering and the age of the child. Two daughters: one a synagogue ruler’s, named as such from the first
line; the other a nobody, who has to be told she is one. The man with a name, a title and a house comes to Jesus in front of everyone; the woman with
none of those comes from behind. Jairus is asked to keep believing while the delay kills his child — and the thing that delays him is her healing. Both

stories end with a female body raised out of what looked like the end.



10. HER POINT OF VIEW

Twelve Years

A reconstruction. Every fact underneath it is cited above — the statute, Josephus, the tassel, the money, the words Jesus used.

The voice is ours, the evidence is not. Read it as a way of seeing what the text says, not as an addition to it.

The first month, I counted days. Seven, the law says, and on the eighth you are clean. I knew the counting the way
every woman knows it. Seven days, and then the world opens again — the bench, the bread, my husband’s hand, the

road up to the temple at the feast.

I counted to seven and it did not stop. I counted to seven again.

By the second year I had stopped counting and started calculating. Not days — distances. How far from the well I had
to stand. Which bench I could not sit on. How to take bread from a neighbour’s hand without our fingers meeting, and
how to answer when she asked why. Whether to say it out loud and lose her, or say nothing and make her unclean

without telling her, which is a thing I would have to carry.

People think the blood is the worst of it. It is not. The worst of it is that I became dangerous.

Not wicked. I want to be exact, because I have heard what people say. The law never called me a sinner. It called me a
source. Everything I sat on, everything I lay on, everyone who reached for me without thinking — all of it had to be
washed, and all of them lost the rest of the day, and half of them never knew why. I was not being punished. I was

being contained.

And so I learned to keep myself back from the people I loved most, which is a strange way to love somebody, and I

got very good at it, and that is the part I would want undone even more than the bleeding.

They took my money slowly, the physicians, the way men do when they are not lying to you exactly. This treatment
for the spring. This one after the fast. My husband’s people had given a bride-price for a woman who would bear sons;
twelve years on there were no sons, and there was no bride, and by the end there was no silver either. I paid out my

whole living, coin by coin, to men who each had a reason why the last man’s remedy had failed.

I did not neglect to seek help. I ran out of help. There is a difference and nobody ever grants it to you.

Twelve years I had not gone up to the courts. You understand that a foreigner could stand in the outer court, and I
could not. A Roman could look at the place where God had put his name. I had to be told about it by other women

coming home from the feast, and I had to stand a little back from them while they told me.




So when they said a teacher was coming through, I did not think about going to the front and asking. A woman like me
does not ask a rabbi for anything in the open. If I stood in front of him and said what I was, he would have to step

back, and everyone would watch him step back, and I would have to walk home through them.

I thought: from behind. From the ground. Where nobody looks.

[ knew what to reach for. Every man wore the tassels on the four corners, because the LORD said through Moses: put
them on the wings of your garments, and look at them, and remember. And I had heard the prophet read — that when
the sun of righteousness rises there is healing in his wings. And the other one, Zechariah: ten men of the nations shall

take hold of the corner of a Jew’s robe and say, we are coming with you, for we have heard that God is with you.

[ was not stealing at random. I was reaching for the one thing the Scriptures had told me to reach for — the corner, the

wing, the piece of him that hangs down low enough for a woman crouching in a crowd.

And I said to myself the thing I had said a hundred times in the dark: if I touch even his garments, I will be saved.

It stopped. I felt it stop. Twelve years of a body doing one thing, and then it was doing something else, and I knew it in

my body before I knew it in my head.

And then he stopped walking.

You have to understand what I felt. Not joy. Terror. Because I knew what I had just done to him in front of the whole
town, and I knew that the little girl he was going to was a synagogue ruler’s daughter and that I had just made her
father’s guest unclean on the road. I had taken something. I had made a holy man dirty to get it. When he turned

around and said who touched my garments, 1 thought: he is going to say it out loud. All of it. Here.

I fell down. I told him everything. Not the short version — the whole truth, all twelve years of it, out loud, in front of

the crowd and the disciples and the man whose child was dying while I talked.

He was not defiled. That was the first impossible thing.

And then he called me Daughter.

[ had been a case. I had been a category out of Leviticus that people said quietly to each other when I passed. He gave
me a family word, in public, in the hearing of everyone who had spent twelve years arranging themselves so as not to

touch me — and he did it while another man’s daughter lay dying and the whole street was screaming at him to hurry.

He would not let me go home cured and anonymous. I see now why. If I had slipped away with my body mended, I
would have been a well woman that the village still stepped around. He made me stand up and say it, so that everyone

who had put me outside had to hear him put me back in. He did not only stop the blood. He gave me back the room.




Your faith has saved you. Go into peace. Be whole, away from your scourge.

Twelve years I had been careful not to touch anyone. I went home and touched everyone I could find.

11. WHAT HE ACTUALLY SAID — FOUR WORDS WORTH THE WHOLE STUDY

Greek Usually translated What it carries

Ouyatnp “Daughter” The only individual so addressed by Jesus in the four Gospels (Finding
5). She had a diagnosis; he gave her a relationship. Compare Luke
13:16, where he calls another sick woman a daughter of Abraham —

giving her not only family but covenant standing.

0 TGTIS 60V GECMKEY “your faith has made ow(w is the standard New Testament verb for save. It is the same verb
og you well” she used to herself in 5:28. The English “made well” is defensible, but
it hides that she asked to be saved and was told she had been.

Vmaye gig gipnvnv “go in peace” Literally go into peace — not a farewell but a destination. In the Greek
Old Testament this is the send-off given to someone released from a
debt or a dread (1 Samuel 1:17; 20:42). Behind it stands shalom: not

the absence of bleeding but the presence of wholeness.

icOL vy “be healed” A command, present tense: keep on being whole. He does not tell her
she was healed — she already knew that in her body. He tells her what
she now is, permanently, and he tells her in front of the people who will

have to treat her accordingly.

And one more thing he did, which is easy to miss because it looks like a delay. Jairus is standing right there. His
daughter is dying. Jesus stops the whole procession to find one woman who had already got what she came for — and
the child dies during the delay (5:35). He knows what the pause will cost. He spends it anyway, on a woman with no
name, no money and no claim on him, because a healing she had to steal in secret would have left her a healed outcast.

Then he raises the child too.

12. FOR THE WOMEN READING THIS

This is where the lesson lands, and it lands differently than most sermons on this passage do.



You were never the sin in this story. The single most common mistake made from pulpits about this woman is to turn
her uncleanness into guilt. It was not. Nothing she did caused it, nothing she confessed cured it, and Jesus never once
treats her as needing forgiveness. If you have carried a body that failed you — infertility, a chronic condition, a
diagnosis nobody can name, something you do not say out loud in the fellowship hall — hear it plainly: a broken body

is not a moral verdict, and the crowd’s instinct to read one into it was wrong twenty centuries ago and is wrong now.

Twelve years of asking is not weak faith. She had not been sitting still. She had spent every coin, tried every
physician, done the whole exhausting circuit of hope and disappointment, and arrived worse. Jesus does not scold the
twelve years. He does not ask why it took her so long. He calls what was left at the end of it — a woman on the ground
reaching for a hem — faith. Sometimes faith is a considered decision. Sometimes it is what is still moving after

everything else has stopped.

Coming from behind is allowed. She approached him in the only way her world left open to her: from the back, low,
unseen, hoping not to be noticed. He did not rebuke the approach. He took it. Whatever you have been told about the

right posture, the right words, the right amount of composure — she had none of it, and it worked.

But he would not leave her hidden. This is the sharp edge. He could have let her slip away healed. He refused, and
made her speak in public, and it terrified her. He did that because being cured in secret would have left the village’s
verdict on her intact. Some of what has been done to you needs saying out loud in a safe place, in front of people,
before it stops governing how you are treated — and he does not ask that of you in order to shame you. He asks it in

order to hand you back your standing where the people who took it can hear.

And she is the one who gets the family word. Not the ruler of the synagogue. Not the disciples, who in this same
chapter are irritated by the question and afraid on the boat. The woman with no name, no money, no husband, no temple
and no standing is the person Jesus turns around in a crowd to call Daughter. If you have ever wondered whether you
are on the edge of the household of God because of what your life looks like — that is the exact person this story is

about, and she is not on the edge of it by the last verse. She is in the middle of it, and everyone heard him say so.

13. QUESTIONS FOR THE GROUP

1 Read Haggai 2:12—13 aloud, then Mark 5:27-30. What exactly is the rule the priests state, and what happens to it in

the crowd?

2 Mark says she was afraid and trembling affer she was healed. Why? What did she think was about to happen when

Jesus turned around?



3 Josephus says a woman’s testimony was not to be admitted (Antiquities 4.219). Luke says she declared what had

happened “in the presence of all the people.” What is Jesus doing by requiring that?

4 Where do we, without meaning to, still treat suffering as evidence of sin? Be specific rather than general.

5 She reached for the tassel because Numbers 15, Zechariah 8 and Malachi 4 had taught her where to reach. What has

Scripture taught you to reach for that you have not actually reached for?

6 Jairus had to stand there while the delay cost his daughter her life. What does this passage ask of the person who is

waiting while someone else is being healed?

- Jesus called her “Daughter” in public. Who in this fellowship needs to be named out loud rather than quietly
helped?

8 She spent twelve years arranging her life so as not to contaminate anyone. What would her first week home have

looked like?
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